The Insider's 5-Sign Tree Death Detection System™

Former Certified Arborist Breaks His Silence

You love your trees. They're not just part of your landscape—they're family members
that have grown alongside your children, provided shade for countless summer

afternoons, and added tens of thousands of dollars in value to your property.

So when you notice yellowing leaves, dying branches, or that strange dark bark you
can't explain, panic sets in. You've invested thousands in professional landscaping.

Your property gets regular mulch applications. Everything looks well-maintained.

So why are your beloved trees slowly dying?

I'm about to reveal something that will shock you: The very landscaping practices
you're paying for are likely killing your trees. And the tragic part? Almost nobody

knows it's happening until it's too late.

My name is Tim, and I'm a Former Certified Arborist who diagnosed over 15,000 trees
during my 22-year career. I've seen this heartbreaking scenario play out countless
times—homeowners devastated to discover they've been unknowingly paying

professionals to slowly strangle their treasured trees.
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Today, I'm breaking my silence and sharing the insider diagnostic system | used on
thousands of house calls. By the time you finish this guide, you'll know exactly how to
identify if your trees are under stress, understand why it's happening, and take

immediate action to save them.

Why Most Tree Care Advice is Slowly Killing Your Trees

Here's what the landscaping industry won't tell you: They make excellent money from
mulch applications. The more mulch they spread, the more they charge. But here's

the devastating truth | discovered during thousands of tree diagnoses:

Most landscapers apply 1-3 FEET of mulch when they should only apply 2-3
INCHES.

This isn't just poor practice—it's a death sentence for your trees. I've seen
commercial properties where landscapers piled mulch so high around trees that it
looked like miniature mountains. The property owners thought they were getting

premium care. In reality, they were paying for systematic tree murder.

Worse yet, when trees start showing stress from this over-mulching, what do most
landscapers recommend? MORE MULCH. They literally double down on the very

practice that's killing your trees.
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During my career, I'd estimate that 50% of all trees on private and commercial
properties suffer from girdling roots—a direct result of improper mulching
practices. That's roughly 75 million homeowners and countless commercial property

owners who have no idea their trees are slowly suffocating.

The landscaping industry has created a crisis, and homeowners are paying the

price—both financially and emotionally.

The Deadly "Volcano Mulch" Problem

| need you to understand exactly what's happening to your trees so you'll recognize it

immediately.

When landscapers pile mulch up against your tree trunk, we call it "volcano
mulch’—and it's one of the most destructive practices in the industry. Here's the

deadly sequence:

Step 1: Water Starvation
That thick layer of mulch acts like a giant sponge, absorbing rainfall before it can
reach your tree's root system. I'll teach you a simple test later that will prove this is

happening on your property.

Step 2: Oxygen Deprivation
Tree roots need oxygen to survive. Excessive mulch creates an anaerobic

environment that literally suffocates the root system.
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Step 3: Nutrient Blocking
The thick mulch barrier prevents essential nutrients from reaching the soil where

your tree's feeder roots can access them.

Step 4: Desperate Root Response
Your tree, starving for water, oxygen, and nutrients, begins producing what we call
"girdling roots"—roots that circle back on themselves and cross over other roots,

desperately searching for air and nutrients.

Step 5: Root Strangulation
Those girdling roots eventually wrap around and strangle the very root system they
were trying to help. For every girdling root you can see at the surface, there are 5-10

more underground that you can't see.

Step 6: System Failure
The strangled root system can no longer transport water up through the xylem tissue
to feed the tree, and nutrients can't pass down through the phloem to nourish the

roots. Your tree enters a death spiral.

This process can take years, which is why most homeowners never connect the dots

between their "beautiful” landscaping and their dying trees.
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The Insider's 5-Sign Tree Death Detection System™

During my 15,000 tree diagnoses, | identified five unmistakable warning signs that
immediately tell me when a tree is under severe stress from girdling roots and
improper mulching. Once you know what to look for, these signs are impossible to

miss.

I'm about to share the exact diagnostic criteria | used on every house

call—knowledge that typically costs homeowners hundreds of dollars to obtain.

Sign #1: Scorching (Yellowing and Browning Leaves)

What to Look For: Leaves that turn yellow during spring and summer, eventually

progressing to brown. This isn't normal seasonal change—this is stress scorching.

Why It Happens: Scorching occurs when your tree can't access enough water. The
leaves are literally dying of dehydration because the root system is compromised.
When | see scorching during the growing season, | know immediately that we're

dealing with root system problems.

Insider Detail: Many homeowners think yellowing leaves mean they need to water
more. But if you have girdling roots, additional surface watering won't help—the water

never reaches the functional root zone.
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Sign #2: Branch Tip Die-Back

What to Look For: The ends of branches dying back, usually starting with the
smallest twigs and progressing inward. You'll see brown, brittle tips on otherwise

healthy-looking branches.

Why It Happens: Branch tip die-back is another indicator that water isn't reaching
the extremities of your tree. The compromised root system simply can't pump

enough water to sustain the entire canopy, so the tree sacrifices the tips first.

Insider Detail: This is often the first sign homeowners notice, but they usually
dismiss it as "normal” or blame recent storms. In reality, healthy trees with functional

root systems don't experience significant tip die-back.

Sign #3: Canopy Thinning Between 10 0'Clock and 2 0'Clock

What to Look For: Stand back and look at your tree's canopy. If you notice the upper
portion of the tree (between the 10 o'’clock and 2 o'clock positions) becoming

noticeably thinner than the lower branches, you're seeing classic stress response.

Why It Happens: Trees under stress conserve energy by reducing leaf production in
the crown where it requires the most energy to pump water. This creates a

distinctive thinning pattern that trained arborists recognize immediately.

Insider Detail: This is one of the most reliable indicators of root system compromise.
I've seen this pattern on thousands of stressed trees, and it's almost always

associated with girdling root problems.
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Sign #4: Dark, Blackened Bark ("Dirty Soot")

What to Look For: Areas of bark that appear blackened or sooty, as if the tree had
been in a fire. This dark discoloration often appears in patches or streaks on the

trunk.

Why It Happens: Here's where the technical knowledge becomes crucial. When
girdling roots strangle the root system, nutrients (sugars and carbohydrates)
traveling down through the phloem tissue can't properly migrate into the roots. This
creates back-pressure, forcing the sugars to exude through the tree's lenticels

(breathing pores).

Airborne fungal spores land on this sticky, sugar-rich sap and feed on it, creating
that characteristic black, sooty appearance. We call this "dirty soot,” and it's a clear

indicator of compromised nutrient flow.

Insider Detail: Most people think this discoloration is from pollution or disease, but

it's actually a symptom of internal pressure caused by root system strangulation.

Sign #5: Visible Girdling Roots

What to Look For: Roots that circle around the base of your tree or cross over other
roots at or near the surface. These may appear as thick, woody roots that seem to

"hug" the trunk or create visible bumps in the soil.
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Why It Happens: These are the smoking gun. Girdling roots form when your tree's
root system is desperately searching for oxygen, water, and nutrients that should be
available in the proper root zone. Instead of growing outward in a healthy pattern,

they circle back and eventually strangle both the trunk and other roots.

Critical Insider Detail: For every girdling root you can see at the surface, there are
5-10 more underground that you can't see. If you spot visible girdling roots, your

tree's underground root system is likely severely compromised.

Professional Reality: At this stage, saving the tree requires professional intervention
with specialized equipment. Girdling roots must be carefully cut and
removed—something that should never be attempted by homeowners, as improper

cutting can kill the tree instantly.
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Tree Stress Assessment Worksheet (Part 1: Trees #1-2)

Tree
Sign

#1 Location:

Property Address:

1 - Scorching (yellowing/browning leaves): Yes / No

Sign 2 - Branch tip die-back: Yes / No

Sign 3 - Canopy thinning (10-2 o'clock): Yes / No
Sign 4 - Dark/blackened bark: Yes / No

Sign 5 - Visible girdling roots: Yes / No

Total Signs Present: ___/5

Urgency Level: Low (1-2) / Moderate (3) / High (4-5)

Tree #2 Location: _____________ _ ____ ______________

Sign 1 - Scorching (yellowing/browning leaves): Yes / No
Sign 2 - Branch tip die-back: Yes / No

Sign 3 - Canopy thinning (10-2 o'clock): Yes / No

Sign 4 - Dark/blackened bark: Yes / No

Sign 5 - Visible girdling roots: Yes / No

Total Signs Present: ___/5

Urgency Level: Low (1-2) / Moderate (3) / High (4-5)
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Tree Stress Assessment Worksheet (Part 2: Tree #3 + Overall)

Tree
Sign
Sign
Sign
Sign
Sign

Next

Property Address:

Trees Requiring Immediate Attention:

#3 Location: ________________ _ _ ______________
1 - Scorching (yellowing/browning leaves): Yes / No
2 - Branch tip die-back: Yes / No

3 - Canopy thinning (10-2 o'clock): Yes / No

4 - Dark/blackened bark: Yes / No
5

- Visible girdling roots: Yes / No

Total Signs Present: ___/5
Urgency Level: Low (1-2) / Moderate (3) / High (4-5)

Overall Property Assessment:

Total Trees Evaluated:

Trees with 3+ Warning Signs: _____

Action Required:

Use this worksheet during your property assessment. Check off each sign as you

identify it, and note the location of each tree for future reference.
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The Rain Test Revelation

I'm about to show you the most eye-opening diagnostic test you can perform on
your property. This simple test will prove beyond any doubt whether your mulch is

blocking water from reaching your tree's root system.
Here's what you do:

The next time you have a heavy rainstorm, wait for it to stop, then go out to one of
your mulched trees. Pull back the mulch around the base of the tree, creating a small

area where you can see the actual soil.
What you'll discover will shock you.

In most cases, you'll find that the soil underneath is completely bone dry, even after
significant rainfall. The mulch absorbed all that water before it could penetrate to

where your tree's roots actually live.

I've performed this demonstration for hundreds of clients over the years, and their

reaction is always the same: "I had no idea the mulch was stealing all the water!”
Why This Test is So Powerful:

1. Immediate Proof: You can see with your own eyes that your tree isn't getting the

water it needs, despite regular rainfall and irrigation.

2. Explains the Mystery: This test explains why your tree is showing stress signs

even though you've been "taking good care” of it.
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3. Validates Your Concerns: If you've been worried about your tree's health, this test

confirms that your instincts were correct.

What You Should Find in Healthy Situations:
In properly mulched areas (2-3 inches maximum), the soil underneath should be
moist after rain, indicating that water is reaching the root zone where your tree can

actually use it.

Professional Insight: | use this test as a diagnostic tool because it's impossible to
argue with. When homeowners see that bone-dry soil, they immediately understand

that something is seriously wrong with their tree care routine.
Additional Mulch Facts That Will Shock You:

- Pine needles are hydrophobic: They actually shed water away from trees rather
than allowing penetration. | always advised clients against using pine needle mulch

for this reason.

- Mulch depth should never exceed 3 inches: Any deeper and you're creating the

conditions for root system failure.

- Horizontal spread beats vertical depth: It's far better to spread mulch over a

wider area at 2-3 inches than to pile it high in a small area.

- Keep mulch away from the trunk: There should always be several inches of space
between mulch and the actual tree trunk to prevent moisture buildup and pest

problems.
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What to Do If You Find Problems

If your diagnostic assessment revealed warning signs of tree stress, don't panic. The
fact that you've identified the problem puts you ahead of 99% of homeowners. Now

you need to take appropriate action based on what you've discovered.

Immediate Actions You Can Take Today

Step 1: Fix Your Mulch Situation

If you found excessive mulch (volcano mulch) around your trees:
- Spread the existing mulch out horizontally rather than vertically
- Reduce depth to 2-3 inches maximum

- Keep mulch at least 4-6 inches away from the tree trunk

- Create a wider mulched area rather than a deep one

Step 2: Improve Water Access

After redistributing your mulch:

- Water slowly and deeply at the drip line (where the branches end)
- Avoid frequent shallow watering

- Focus water application on the root zone, not the trunk

Step 3: Document Your Findings
Use your assessment worksheet to:

- Track which trees showed which warning signs
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- Monitor changes over the next few weeks

- Prepare information for professional consultation if needed

When to Call for Professional Help

Immediate Professional Intervention Required:
- Any tree showing 4-5 warning signs

- Visible girdling roots at the surface

- Significant canopy thinning in the upper crown

- Large mature trees with substantial property value

Professional Services You Need:

- Certified Arborist consultation: Look specifically for this certification, not just any
tree service company

- Root zone decompaction: Professional equipment to open up compacted soil
around roots

- Girdling root removal: Surgical removal of problematic roots (never attempt this
yourself)

- Soil amendment: Professional-grade compost and nutrients for root zone health

Warning About DIY Root Work:
Never attempt to cut girdling roots yourself. Improper root cutting can kill a tree
instantly. This work requires professional expertise, specialized equipment, and

knowledge of tree biology.
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Understanding the Recovery Timeline

Week 1-2: After fixing mulch problems, monitor for changes in new growth and leaf

color.

Month 1-3: Trees may begin showing subtle signs of stress reduction if caught early

enough.

Season 1: Significant improvement typically takes a full growing season for trees with

moderate stress.

Years 1-3: Severely compromised trees may require multiple years of professional

care to fully recover, if recovery is possible.

The Hard Truth About Advanced Cases

| need to be honest with you: Not every tree can be saved. During my career, |
encountered situations where the girdling root damage was so extensive that

removal was the safest and most cost-effective option.

Signs that a tree may be beyond saving:

- Extensive girdling root systems (more than 50% of the root zone affected)
- Multiple years of severe stress symptoms

- Structural compromise that creates safety hazards

- Cost of treatment exceeding the tree's replacement value
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A qualified Certified Arborist can help you determine whether treatment is viable or

if removal and replacement is the better choice.

Prevention for New Trees and Healthy Existing Trees

For existing healthy trees:

- Maintain proper mulch depth (2-3 inches maximum)
- Annual inspection for early warning signs

- Professional soil testing every 2-3 years

- Proper irrigation practices

For new tree plantings:

- Hire professionals who understand proper planting depth

- Specify mulching requirements in any landscaping contracts
- Establish proper watering routines from the beginning

- Budget for professional tree care as preventive maintenance

Your Next Steps: From Crisis to Confidence

By completing your 5-Sign Tree Death Detection System™ assessment, you've
accomplished something most homeowners never do: You've taken control of your

tree health instead of blindly trusting that "professional” care is actually helping.
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You now possess insider knowledge that typically costs hundreds of dollars to obtain
through professional consultation. More importantly, you understand why your trees

may be declining and have a clear path forward.

If you found 3-5 warning signs on your trees:
You've likely prevented a tragedy. Without this diagnostic knowledge, you might have
continued paying for landscaping practices that would have eventually killed your

beloved trees. Now you can take action before it's too late.

If you found 1-2 warning signs:
You've caught potential problems early. The corrective actions outlined in this guide
may be sufficient to restore your trees to health, especially when combined with

proper ongoing care.

If you found no warning signs:
Congratulations! Your trees are likely healthy, but now you know exactly what to

watch for and how to maintain their health going forward.

The Bigger Picture: Protecting Your Investment

Your trees aren't just landscape features—they're valuable assets that:
- Increase your property value by thousands of dollars each

- Provide energy savings through shade and wind protection

- Create emotional value as part of your family's story

- Take decades to replace if lost
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Building on This Foundation

This diagnostic system is just the beginning of proper tree care. There's much more
to learn about:

- Proper pruning techniques for different tree species

- Understanding excurrent vs. decurrent growth patterns

- Structural pruning for young trees

- Storm-proofing mature trees

- Soil health and nutrition management

- Proper tree selection and planting techniques

The knowledge you've gained here proves that you're capable of becoming an
informed tree steward. With the right guidance, you can ensure your trees remain

healthy family members for generations to come.

A Personal Note from Tim

Losing my tree service business was devastating, but sharing this knowledge with
homeowners like you gives my 22 years of experience new purpose. Every tree you
save using this system represents a small victory against an industry that has lost its

way.

Your trees deserve better than the standard landscaping approach. They deserve

someone who understands their needs and can recognize when they're in trouble.

You now have that understanding.
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Use it wisely, and your trees will thank you with decades of beauty, shade, and

increased property value.

Remember: This diagnostic system is based on 15,000 real-world tree evaluations.
Trust what you observe, act on what you discover, and don't hesitate to seek

professional help when your assessment indicates serious problems.

Your trees are counting on you.
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